Ysgol Robert Owen
Newsletter - March 2026

Have you see our new mural?

With Arts Connection (artsconnection.org.uk) and in collaboration with local artist Catherine
Williams and supported by Powys Together - learners helped to develop the ideas and themes,
and even add their handprints. In particular two of our upper phase learners were integral in
adding details and design ideas . We think you’ll agree it looks amazing at the entrance to our

school.
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f\ q- 70\, This will support us to provide table tennis and table cricket

opportunities in school. The table has already been used by a
number of pupils in school at break times over the last couple
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of weeks and has been enjoyed by all.

A huge thanks again to the
Friends of Robert Owen.
They raised an amazing £725
at the recent Easter Bingo.
We are very grateful for all of
the support and work that
goes on to support the
learners at YRO.

Our performing arts group
wearing T-Shirts funded by
Friends of Ysgol Robert
Owen. They  recently
performed an original poem
to lots of people in the
school hall. The poem,
written by Berwyn Class is on
the last page of this
newsletter.



World Book Day 2026
Learners came to school dressed as their favourite characters from
books or brought in their favourite book so that the class could have
a discussion. Even the staff took part.
Willow Class visited Newtown Library.

Comic Relief
~, Learners (and staff) came to school
) \ith funny hair styles or dressed up to
> make people laugh. Here are the very
> funny Cadair Idris Class.

The Reverend Canon Nia Wyn Morris
came into school to talk to us about
the Easter Story. Learners enjoyed
the interactive way that Nia told the
story - with Easter Eggs!

Class Dojo

Thank you for all the positive feedback that
we have received about Class Dojo, since we
started to use it in February. Class Dojo will
now be our main platform for
communicating with parents and carers. |If
you need any help with it, please contact us
at school.
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Wye class has a brilliant school trip to Acton Scott Herltage
Farm last week. They had a fun packed day with lots of
engaging multi-sensory experiences! Pupils had the
opportunity to produce their own kibbling and then feed the
geese, ducks and chickens as well as feeding the sheep, pigs
and goats. They then helped in the vegetable garden where
they helped dig, plant flowers and made a scarecrow. Pupils
later explored the Victorian cottage where they did some
% laundry as well as smelling and grinding down different spices
using pestle and mortar. Some very happy boys, we are so
incredibly proud of each of them!
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attended the
NPTC Farm in
Newtown




Message from the Headteacher - Simon Anderson

As we reach the end of another busy and purposeful term, | want to express my sincere thanks to
everyone who continues to support our school so wholeheartedly.

To our parents and carers—your ongoing encouragement, communication and partnership make such
a difference to our work. We value the trust you place in us, and we are grateful for the strong
relationships that help every child thrive.

My thanks also go to our dedicated and hard-working staff team. Their professionalism, care and
commitment shine through in everything they do, ensuring that our pupils feel supported,
understood and inspired every single day.

We are also incredibly fortunate to have the support of a wide team of therapists who work alongside
us in school. Their expertise and collaboration play a vital role in meeting the needs of our pupils,
and we deeply appreciate the time, guidance and care they provide.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our governing body as well for their continued support,
challenge and strategic guidance. Their commitment to the school community is invaluable.

But most importantly, | want to recognise our wonderful children and young people. They inspire us
every day—with their curiosity, their humour, their resilience and the joy they bring into school. They
are at the heart of everything we do, and we are proud of each and every one of them. As we head
into the break, | hope everyone enjoys a restful and well-deserved holiday. School will reopen on
Monday 13 April for the start of the Summer Term, and we look forward to welcoming all pupils back
refreshed and ready for the exciting months ahead.

Message from the Chair of Governors - Cllr Joy Jones
Over the past few months, we have seen many changes across the school, and | am hopeful that we
are now moving onto much firmer ground. As we look ahead to the lighter evenings and the promise
of summer, my focus is on ensuring the challenges of the past are firmly behind us and that the
future feels brighter for our children, families, and staff.
We have been working hard to address a number of long-standing issues around the school building,
making sure that repairs, safety matters, and accessibility needs are finally being put right. | know
many of you have been disappointed by the ongoing problems with the hydrotherapy pool. Please be
assured that this remains a top priority for the school and the council, and progress is being made.
Simon has been doing tremendous work, alongside the governors, reviewing and updating policies—
many of which needed significant attention—and ensuring our framework reflects the needs of our
pupils and staff. It has also been a pleasure to speak with so many parents, carers, and partner
organisations. Your openness and insight are invaluable, and | want you to know that we are always
here to listen.
We are committed to greater transparency in how the school operates and to strengthening our
relationships with families and the wider community. Recently, we held the official corporate opening
of the school. Although the school has been open for two years, the difficulties of the past meant
this formal step had been delayed. To ensure everyone can share in a celebration, we will be holding
a School and Community Fun Day later this year. More details will follow, but we hope this will be a
joyful moment for us all.
There are many exciting ideas emerging, and | look forward to seeing positive developments over the
next 12 months. | would also like to express my gratitude to the Friends of the School for their
continued support and dedication.
As Chair, | am fortunate to work with governors who are committed to taking the school forward and
honouring our responsibility to the children and families we serve. If you ever have concerns,
suggestions, or would like to be more involved, please do reach out. We currently have vacancies on
the governing body, and anyone interested is warmly encouraged to speak with Kristy Thomas - Clerk
to the Governing Body (k.thomas@robertowen.powys.sch.uk).Together, we are building a stronger
future for Ysgol Robert Owen.




Things to look forward to

Upper School / Leavers Prom
Have a go - Sports Day
Summer Arts Event
Wales Women Football Team
Singing Hands
Kerbcraft

, Conwy Class have
_ W enjoyed the recent
- sunshine and made
Easter Gardens

Upper Phase learners

planted some Spring flowers  piease let us know if there has been any changes to your
for the entrance of the contactdetails, including address, telephone

school. They look wonderful numbers and emergency contact details.
in the sunshine!

Stay in Touch
Email: office@robertowen.powys.sch.uk
Telephone: 01686 627 454
or directly with your child’s class teacher via Class Dojo

Willow Class
celebrated Dydd
Gwyl Dewi Sant (St
David’s Day) by
investigating the
National Flower of gl i | o
Wales - the Daffodil. L [ONAe ‘ .-

ST DAVID'S DAY
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ASD Swimming Lessons

Saturdy’s @ 10:35-11:05

Classes designed for children with ASD, ALN and
ADHD.

~ A chance for children to learn to swim and enjoy

M, f "« themselves in a calm ASD friendly environment.

Call us now to book on 01686 628771
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Our Voice

This poem is about us,
Me, you, and everyone,
We are all different
But we all have fun!

Some of us talk
Some of us sign,
Some of us sing

To share what’s on our mind.

Some of us learn quickly,
Some need more time,
We all learn in our own way,
And that way is just fine.

Sometimes we feel happy,
Sometimes we feel low,
Sometimes we need help
To calm down and grow.

When things feel tricky
We try our best,
We use our strategies
We stop, breathe, and rest.

We can ask for help
We don’t have to hide,
There are grown-ups here
Standing by our side.

We are kind to others,
We try to be fair
We look out for friends
To show that we care

We are part of this class
We belong right here,
We are learning together
All through the year.

This is our voice,
This is who we are
Different needs
But all stars

S An orjginal poem written

Berwyn Class
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